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Abstract 
Users have at their disposal a unique and powerful feature for retaining historical copies of SAS data sets. This 
collection of copied generation data sets, representing versions of the same data set consists of a root member name 
and a unique version number, is aptly referred to as a generation group. This presentation explores the power 
associated with generation data sets by showing users their purpose, how they are created and maintained, the 
approach for accessing a specific version of a generation group, as well as other useful operations. Simple coding 
examples will be illustrated to reinforce concept and application. 
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Introduction / Overview

• Description of Generation Data Sets
• Purpose of Generation Data Sets
• Generation Group
• Maintaining Generation Groups
• Processing Specific Versions
• Examples

 
 
 




